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a former importance ; about Shiraz linger the
vestiges of a still mightier antiquity ; Casvin lies
a hundred miles nearer to the Caspian ; Tehran
is only a modern seat of Government called to
importance by the arbitrary will of the present
race of sovereigns.
Many gates lead into the city, breaking the
level of the mud walls, with their arches- and
turrets, which are decorated with tiles of faience
set into patterns and pictures and inscriptions.
The space enclosed by the walls is a large one,
but it is not by any means filled with houses*
Passing through one of the western gateways, you
will find yourself at first in desolate tracts of
sand, stretching  between unfinished or ruined
buildings;  occasionally the open doorway in a
long mud wall will reveal to you a luxuriant
garden full of tanks and fountains and flower-
beds, under whose plane-trees stands the house of
some rich man who can afford himself a weekly
sufficiency of water to turn the wilderness into
fertile  pleasure-grounds ;  further on  you  will
come upon wide streets, very empty and silent,
fringed by low, mud-built houses;   gradually
the streets narrow, the sloping counters of shops
present their wares to the passers-by : fruit and
vegetables, and the broad thin flaps of Persian
bread ; here and there a European shop-window,
behind which the goods are more miscellaneous
than tempting; here and there the frontage of
some   Government  building, with a doorway